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THE MOTHER ROAD

Arizona's Route 66

Q@ 401 Miles of History

The longest uninterrupted stretch of the original Mother
Road cuts through the heart of Arizona.

0 From Desert to River

Spanning from the Painted Desert in the east to the
Colorado River at the California border.

0 Active Era: 1926-1985

Nearly 60 years of migration, tourism, and tragedy before
being bypassed by the interstate.

@ The Ones Who Stayed

Ghosts of travelers, construction workers, and locals who
never left the roadside attractions.

Q@ "America’'s Most Haunted Highway"
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HOLBROOK AREA

The Curse of the Petrified Forest

+ Ancient History: 200 million years of petrified wood, federally protected as a
national monument since 1906.

+ THE CURSE: Steal a rock, invite disaster — reports of sudden divorces, job
losses, mysterious illnesses, and even death follow the thieves.

+ Conscience Letters: The park receives over 1,200 letters annually from
regretful thieves returning stolen wood to lift the bad luck.

+ Navajo Legend: Tradition holds that the rocks are Yei-bits-in — the sacred
bones of alien gods that should not be disturbed.

+ Modern Resurgence: After Netflix's Dead to Me mentioned the curse in
2019, the park received 90 return letters in just 7 months.
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NAVAJO COUNTY COURTHOUSE (1899)

George Smiley's Ghost
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+ A Town Too Tough: Holbrook in the 1890s was known as a lawless frontier
town, famously described as being "too tough for women and churches." O

+ The Invitation Scandal: Sheriff Wattron printed formal "invitations" to
Smiley's execution as a dark joke. A reporter received one, sparking
worldwide outrage and intervention from President McKinley.

+ The Hanging: Despite delays, George Smiley was hanged on January 8, 1900
— the only execution ever carried out in Navajo County.

+ Haunting Manifestations: Visitors report sudden cold spots in the basement
cells and the distinct sound of disembodied footsteps echoing on the stairs.

, INVITED
YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITE

to attend the execution
of
George smiley
at Ho 1brook, Arizona
Jan. 8, 1900

+ Eternal Pacing: A dark shadow figure is often seen pacing eternally in the
area where the gallows once stood, unable to leave his final cell.
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WINSLOW (BUILT 1929)

L.a Posada Hotel's Mysterious Guests

Architectural Masterpiece: Mary Jane Colter's masterpiece and the “crown
jewel” of the famous Harvey Houses.

Lost & Found: Closed in 1957, the hotel sat abandoned for decades before
being lovingly restored in the 1990s.

Unseen Walkers: Guests often report the distinct sound of footsteps pacing
down the empty hallways at night.

The Watching Presence: Many report a feeling of being watched in their
rooms, sensing “guests from the past” who linger.

Benign Spirits: The spirits seem benign — perhaps they simply never
wanted to leave this beautiful place.
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CANYON DIABLO, EXIT 230 OFF I-40

Apache Death Cave & Cursed Two Guns

+ Tragic Massacre (1878): 42 Apache warriors were discovered hiding in a cave
and suffocated by Navajo raiders who lit fires at the entrance.

+ Desecration: In 1925, Harry "Two Guns" Miller built a tourist trap directly over
the sacred burial site, displaying Apache skeletons as macabre attractions.

+ THE CURSE: Miller's disrespect invited ruin: he killed his landlord (1926), his

store burned (1929), he fled the law (1930), and the town was destroyed by
fire (1971).

+ Paranormal Activity: Visitors report hearing disembodied moaning from the
cave depths and seeing shadowy figures near the ruins.

+ Physical Manifestations: Unseen hands have been known to throw rocks at
tourists who venture too close to the death cave entrance.
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FLAGSTAFF (OPENED 1927)

Hotel Monte Vista's Celebrity Ghosts

+ The Phantom Bellboy: A spectral figure who knocks on doors announcing
"room service" in a muffled voice, then vanishes before guests can open the
door.

+ Lounge Tragedy: The ghost of a bank robber who was shot and bled out in
the lounge is often seen raising a glass to patrons.

+ Room 306 Murders: Two prostitutes were thrown from the third-floor
window in the 1940s; male guests often report feeling suffocated in their
sleep.

+ The Rocking Chair Woman: A woman is frequently seen staring out the
window of Room 305, sitting in a rocking chair that moves by itself.

+ Hollywood Hauntings: Actor Alan Ladd's ghost walks through the closed
door of Room 309, and John Wayne himself reported encountering the
Phantom Bellboy.
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FLAGSTAFF (BUILT 1897)

Weatherford Hotel's Eternal Honeymooners

+ Grand Reputation: Declared "The finest hotel in the whole southwest" by
local newspapers upon its opening in 1897.

4+ Famous Guests: Hosted luminaries including President Theodore Roosevelt
and publishing tycoon William Randolph Hearst.

+ Tragic Romance: A newlywed couple died under mysterious circumstances
in the hotel during the early 1900s, cutting their honeymoon short.

4+ Auditory Hauntings: Guests report hearing romantic whispers, soft
laughter, and disembodied footsteps echoing in the halls at night.

+ The Balcony Specters: The couple is often seen standing on the balcony in
full wedding attire, replaying their honeymoon for eternity.

@ ARIZONA'S SPOOKY ROUTE 66

FLAGSTAFF

___________
ey i -

FLAGSTAFF GAZETTE

& wrpe grand opening%

was @& spectacle toi
pehold. It stands :

. today as the
E finest hotel 1in 9
1 the whole |
i southwest..."

: - 1897

|_____-_______________-______ oo

FLAGSTAFF, AZ



3404 E. ROUTE 66, FLAGSTAFF

Don and Thorna's Museum Club

+ The "Zoo": Built in 1931 as Arizona’s largest log cabin, originally housing a
massive taxidermy collection and museum.

+ Legendary Venue: In 1963, Don & Thorna Scott transformed it into a country
music hotspot hosting icons like Willie Nelson and Wanda Jackson.

+ Thorna's Fate: Tragedy struck in 1973 when Thorna fell down the stairs and
never recovered, dying shortly after.

+ Don's End: Overcome with grief, Don took his own life by the fireplace in
1975, wishing to rejoin his beloved wife.

+ Eternal Residents: Thorna appears as a "sweetheart" ghost often mistaken
for a bartender, while Don's darker presence lingers. The fireplace reportedly
lights itself.
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WILLIAMS (BUILT 1897)

Red Garter Inn's Murdered Madam

End of the Line: Williams was the last town on Route 66 bypassed by I-40 in
1984, preserving its rough frontier history.

Saloon & Brothel: The building began its life in 1897 as a rowdy saloon and
brothel serving railroad workers and cowboys.

EVA's Spirit: A young woman in a white dressing gown, believed to be a
murdered girl named Eva, still wanders the hallways.

Active Haunting: Guests report footsteps in empty halls, doors opening and
closing on their own, and beds shaking violently at night.

Tragic Echoes: Other spirits include a man knifed to death on the staircase
and an old man who committed suicide in the building.
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MILE 115, PEACH SPRINGS

Grand Canyon Caverns' Restless Spirits

+ Accidental Discovery (1927): Walter Peck stumbled into massive dry caverns
200 feet underground while searching for gold, finding silence instead of
riches.

+ Carnival of Bones: Peck originally displayed Hualapai skeletal remains found
inside as "cavemen" — a disrespectful carnival sideshow attraction that may
have disturbed spirits.

+ Echoes in the Dark: Visitors report unexplained moaning sounds echoing
through the vast limestone chambers where no living person stands.

+ Poltergeist Activity: Shadowy figures dart in peripheral vision, and rocks are
frequently thrown by unseen hands from the specific area where skeletons

were once removed. 200 Feet Down
+ The Deepest Sleep: You can stay overnight in a suite 21 stories underground ] S —— .
g . : ' S,
— the darkest, quietest hotel room in the world, though you might not be :pEACH SERINS j
S

sleeping alone.
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KINGMAN (BUILT 1909)

Hotel Brunswick's Love Triangle

The Spark (1912): A local woman came between the two original owners,
turning a partnership into a lifelong feud.

They literally built walls straight down the middle of the
lobby and hallways, creating two separate hotels in one building.

Bitter Rivals: For decades, each man ran his half independently, refusing to
speak to the other despite sharing a roof.

Walls Come Down: The physical walls were removed in the 1960s when
converted to a diner, but the spirits remained divided.

: . : ; . r 5 The Divid
Active Hauntings: A little girl darts in the shadows, while the feuding = Tivided Hotel

owners still seem unable to share the space peacefully in death.
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OATMAN (BUILT 1902)

Oatman Hotel's Hollywood Ghosts

+ Boom to Bust: Once a thriving gold mining boom town with 10,000
residents, now a living ghost town of just 135 people.

+ Hollywood Royalty: Clark Gable & Carole Lombard spent their wedding
night here in 1939 after marrying in nearby Kingman.

+ Eternal Honeymoon: Staff and guests hear the couple whispering and "JUST MARRIED - DO

NOT DISTURB"
- C. GABLE

laughing, forever reliving their happiest moments in the afterlife.

+ Phantom Impressions: Mysterious outlines of sleeping bodies frequently
appear on the freshly made beds in the Theater Room Museum.

The Honeymoon Suite

+ Local Spirits: The ghost of Irish miner "Oatie" plays bagpipes, while wild
burros roam the dusty streets outside. —



HACKBERRY, AZ

The Hackberry Mine Murders g

Hackberry

+ Silver Bonanza: 1875: Jim Music discovered a massive silver vein yielding
nearly $3 million over four decades.

+ The Trap: c.1910: A prospector was lured into the mountains with stories of a
lost mine, then brutally murdered.

+ Ghost Lights: Unexplained orbs and lights are frequently seen moving
through the pitch-black hills at night.

+ Phantom Miners: The distinct sound of pickaxes striking rock echoes from
the empty mines when no one is there.

Music Mtn. Mine, c. 1910

+ Schoolyard Spirits: Eerie children’s laughter drifts from the elementary
school, which has sat abandoned since the 1990s.



ENTIRE ARIZONA STRETCH

AZ ROUTE 66

Route 66's Phantom Hitchhikers

The Haunted Highway: Spanning 2,448 miles with nearly a century of
history, Route 66 is often called "America's Most Haunted Highway."

Vanishing Acts: Drivers report picking up hitchhikers who engage in
conversation only to vanish into thin air from the back seat mid-journey.

Echoes of the Past: Phantom sightings include figures in 1930s-60s period
clothing and spectral gas station attendants still trying to service vehicles. AQmA

Rearview lllusions: Travelers frequently describe vintage automobiles

appearing suddenly in their rearview mirrors, only to disappear when they
look back.

. . 3 5o : The Long Walk Home?
The Investigator's View: "This was the most exciting trip they'd ever taken.

They just want to relive it." — Debe Branning, Paranormal Investigator
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Arizona's Route 66

More than a highway

A corridor between worlds where the past refuses to stay
buried. Every mile holds stories of lives li ved, loves lost, and
spirits that couldn't quite let go of the open road.”




